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This is April 15, 2007, I'm Michael Birkner. I'm sitting at 
the horne of Reverend Fred Weiser, Gettysburg College 
alumnus, a longtime pastor in Biglerville. He lives at 55 
Kohler School Road in New Oxford. Sitting with Pastor 
Weiser and with me is Charles H. Glatfelter, Emeritus 
Professor of History at Gettysburg College. We are going to 
have a conversation that will discuss organizations that 
these two gentlemen have 'been involved in and that connected 
each of them to an individual named Horner Rosenberger. I'd 
like to start our conversation by exploring your connections 
with the Pennsylvania German Society. So I would like each 
of you, Fred and Charlie, to describe your personal 
awareness of the Pennsylvania German Society and your first 
involvement with that organization. 
to start? 
May I have a volunteer 
Weiser: I guess I first became aware that there was 
something called a Pennsylvania German Society when I went 
to Gettysburg College in the fall of 1953 and joined it. 
There were two organizations functioning then with somewhat 
parallel interests. One was the Pennsylvania German Society 
which had been organized in 1891. To join it you had to 
submit a document giving your ancestry back to a 
Pennsylvania German pioneer. That is one of the persons who 
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arrived prior to 1812. I filled out the paper and was 
accepted for membership. The other organization was called 
the Pennsylvania German Folklore Society . It did no t have a 
requirement for filing a certification of your ancestry. I 
also joined it. Each of them published an annual volume and 
I received those, right along and occasionally each of them 
published other little publications which I also recei ved. 
Along the line I got to know a man named Arthur Graeff who 
was a retired educator from Philadelphia. He had a 
doctorate in Education. He lived in rural Berks County 
north of Robesonia and he was very active in the 
Pennsylvania German Folklore Society but also on the Board 
and at the last couple of years he had become editor of the 
Pennsylvania German Society. When I graduated from college 
I went to Seminary and sometime along in there I was elected 
to membership on the Board of the Pennsylvania German 
Folklore Society. 
Birkner: As a Seminarian? 
Weiser: As a Seminarian. I was in Seminary then. And then 
I accepted a call to Lancaster and I believe while I was in 
Lancaster I was elected to membership on the Pennsylvania 
German Society Board. And that's when I first got to know 
Homer Rosenberger because at that time and for sometime 
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previous to that he had been President of the Pennsylvania 
German Society. Just at that time the two organizations 
were talking about what they called the consolidation. And 
that consolidation was brought to fruition about 1965 or 
'6 6, I'm not quite sure when it legally became effective. 
Birkner: That's about right. 
Weiser: Graeff was President of the Folklore and 
Rosenberger was President of the German Society. But Graeff 
was on both Boards and was serving the German Society as its 
editor. A man named Preston Barba, a retired professor from 
Muhlenberg College, was editor of the publications of the 
Pennsylvania German Folklore Society. But he was well into 
his eighties and suffering from the leukemia that eventually 
killed him. And I think that he signaled that he wished to 
retire. The terms of consolidation were that Graeff would 
be President of the combined society for one year and then 
Rosenberger would be elected for one year. As it turned out 
Homer was re-elected several times after that. About the 
time of the consolidation they had to draw up a common board 
and I was elected to the common board along with I think a 
total of fifteen people. And in the course of those 
discussions Arthur Graeff contacted me and informed me that 
he was going to propose that I become editor of the 
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Consolidated Society. He didn't ask me if I wanted to do 
it; he simply told me he was going to propose me, and h e 
assumed that I would do it. 
getting in for. 
I had no idea what I was 
Birkner: Let's stop there, Fred, because that's quite a lot 
to absorb and I want to back you up a little bit. 
Weiser: OK. 
Birkner: Why as a co llege student were you interested in 
joining the Pennsylvania German or the Pennsylvania Folklore 
Society? 
Weiser: Well, I was proud of my Pennsylvania German 
heritage. I've always been since I was about thirteen years 
of age a passionate genealogist. And both of the 
organizations published materials that were relevant. But I 
wanted to know more about the culture of the Pennsylvania 
Germans. The only other agency that was involved in it was 
something affiliated with Franklin & Marshall College, which 
was publishing a magazine initially called the Pennsylvania 
Dutchman, later called Pennsylvania Folklife. That was an 
organization whose leaders included Alfred Shoemaker, a name 
that has simply disappeared from the face of the earth . Don 
Yoder who is still an active man at the University of 
Pennsylvania and J. William Frey who was a professor at F&M 
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who has s ince passed away were also l eaders of this 
organizat i on . 
Glatfelter: And the Pennsylvania Dutchman started off as a 
newspaper . 
Weiser: It started off as a newspaper but it became a 
glossy paper magazine. And about 1954 I had been asked t o 
serve on the staff of that magazine as its genealogical 
editor . So my interest was early. 
Birkner: You had a kind of precocious interest in these 
matters. We know that most genealogists and frankly most 
people interested in historica l societies of any kind tend 
to be more in mid life and o lder than college students . You 
were unusual. 
Weiser: I had joined the Adams County Historical Socie t y 
about 1 951 or 195 2 . 
Birkner: Remarkable. Fred, I must say it's unusual that you 
were in Seminary when you became a member of the Board of 
one these organizations. 
Weiser: My last name may have had something to do with it, 
too. 
Birkner: Do you mean because of you r father? 
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Weiser: No, because I was a descendant of Conrad Weis e r, 
who was in some ways the arch typical Pennsylvania German of 
the Eighteenth Century. 
Birkner: Just for the record, you are a descendant of 
Conrad Weiser. So from a very early age you were active in 
these organizations. One of the other questions I was going 
to ask has to do with why there was any sense of the need to 
merge these organizations. But before we get there, 
Charlie, why don't you tell about your first awareness of 
your involvement in the Pennsylvania German Society. 
Glatfelter: My first awareness came about the time I 
decided upon a topic for my doctoral dissertation and I used 
the publications of the Pennsylvania German Society and to a 
certain extent also the Folklore Society as sources for 
investigating the pastors and the people. I was not a 
member of the Board and did not become a member of the Board 
until 1976. 
Birkner: So you would not have been involved in the issues 
of merger? 
Glatfelter: No, I would not have been involved at all. 
Birkner: Let me just kick that question back to Fred. Were 
you involved enough to know why either of the organizations 
felt the need to merge? 
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Weiser: I think so. The requirement that you file the 
genealogical statement became increasingly unpopular. And 
the membership of the German Society might have been down to 
two hundred people, which was really not enough to float the 
financial obligation of an annual vo lume . On the other hand 
the Pennsylvania German Folklore Society had eleven hundred 
members or twelve hundred and a going organization. It was 
easier to belong and in some ways a bit more popular. I 
don't like to use that word but its membership of the Board 
included academic people as well as some folks that only had 
high school education but were involved in o ther 
organizations that kept the dialect alive and so forth and 
so on . And that attracted members to it. And [both] felt 
better if they consolidated and that's why it came through. 
Rosenberger held out pretty long to retain the genealogical 
requirement but the Folklore people simply signaled to him 
that they wouldn't participate if that was required. 
Birkner: How would the missions of these two organizations 
have differed up to the time of the merger? 
Weiser: I really didn't see any difference hardly. The 
difference was in their effectiveness. The Folklore was 
more effective in that it attracted more people. 
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Birkner: Both encouraged scholarship about and the 
dissemination of scholarship and other information about 
Pennsylvania Germans. 
Weiser: Yes, exactly. 
Glatfelter: Did the Folklore Society have a wider scope o f 
interest? 
Weiser: Yes, as the Germans say, "Y'ein," - "yes and no./I 
The Folklore Society published more materials in the 
Pennsylvania German dialect. Dr. Barba beginning the year I 
was born I think 1935 had had a column every Saturday in the 
Allentown Morning Call called "The Pennsylvannisch Deitschh 
Eck." It was maybe two or three columns wide and in that he 
succeeded in attracting people who wrote in the dialect and 
they wrote such good stuff that some of it was then later on 
put into a volume of the Pennsylvania German Folklore 
Society. He inspired a fellow named John Birmelin who was 
by all odds the best poet in the Pennsylvania German 
dialect. They published two volumes of poetry. There was 
an organist that had a natural sense of rhythm and a 
wonderful vocabulary. Barba attracted a fellow named Lloyd 
Moll who wrote a series of fictional accounts on the Black 
Bear, about a crossroads tavern. They were so realistic and 
so well done that people called up and they were sure they 
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knew which community he was writing about. And they were 
all pure fiction. 
Glatfelter: Would the Pennsylvania German Society have 
published something like this? 
Weiser: I don't think so. 
Glatfelter: This I think is what I meant when I said a 
wider scope of interest. 
Weiser: Rosenberger did not know or speak the dialect. I 
think there were a few people in the German Society who 
could and who would have tried to pull it in that direction 
but Horner ran it his own way and since he didn't speak the 
dialect, he didn't encouraged it whereas Graeff could speak 
it and Barba could speak it, and Ralph Charles Wood. And 
any number of the other members, Russell Gilbert of the 
Folklore Board spoke it and half the meetings sometimes were 
in Pennsylvania Dutch, not officially but they would all be 
talking in it because they enjoyed speaking in it. And 
perhaps one of their unwritten rules was to keep the dialect 
alive. 
Birkner: Did you understand them? 
Weiser: Oh, I could usually understand them. I don't speak 
it very well but I could understand them. 
most of my life. 
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I had heard it 
Birkner: Now, that raises the question of what actuall y 
went on at meetings. Did they hold annual meetings in which 
papers were presented or was it strictly an organizati onal 
type meeting? 
Weiser: No they had annual meetings in which there were 
papers were presented. 
Glatfelter: And when you say "they" you mean both 
organizations? 
Weiser: Both organizations did. The German Society ga v e an 
annual citation. Elsie Singmaster [the Gettysburg-based 
writer] got it one year. I don't remember the other people 
but maybe the Folklore Society did too, I don't quite 
remember that. The Folklore Society had a batch o--we 
talked about this the other day--vice presidents. The y 
included a man like Henry Francis DuPont who was a prominent 
collector of Pennsylvania German artifacts. I don't know 
that he ever came to meetings but they singled out people 
like that who were noteworthy. 
Birkner: By the way, in terms of these meetings, did they 
tend to meet at the same place in Pennsylvania in the German 
country or did they move around to different locations? 
Weiser: They moved about and they never met at the same 
place. Both organizations never met at the same place at 
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the same time in a given year. But I think they probably 
crossed paths maybe one year they'd be here and one year 
they're be there, you know. 
Birkner: I got the sense from scanning Society publications 
and brochures that they tended to hold most of their 
meetings in or near Kutztown or somewhere where there were 
numbers of Pennsylvania Germans. Is that a fair statement? 
Weiser: Well, the Pennsylvania German Society was somewhat 
more oriented towards Lancaster. 
Birkner: Lancaster. 
It met in the fall. 
Weiser: At F&M. The Pennsylvania German Folklore Society 
was somewhat more oriented towards Allentown and Muhlenberg 
College where Barba was a professor. It met in the spring. 
But the concentration of Pennsylvania Germans is like a 
beehive in Berks County. And frequently they would be 
there. I don't know that they ever got out our way 
particularly. 
Birkner: Did they meet at college venues or did they meet 
in hotels? 
Weiser: Usually at colleges; never I think at a hotel not 
that I remember. We usually met in colleges or in rural 
Pennsylvania churches. 
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Birkner: Now again just for clarity's sake, were twenty 
people, fifty people attending--how many people were showing 
up for each of these respective organizations' annual 
meetings? 
Weiser: Oh, more than twenty. I think generally at least 
fifty people came. Sometimes more, it depended somewhat on 
the meeting. I remember the meetings after the 
consolidation better than those before because I'm not sure 
I got to many or any of those before. The y would usually 
meet in the spring o f the year and of course I would also be 
having final exams to one of the institutions that I was a 
student so I wasn't free to get away. They usually featured 
a dinner and an afternoon program or they would have some 
entertainment of some sort. 
Glatfelter: And a visit to some local sites. 
Weiser: And also a tour of some sort. 
Birkner: Was Homer Rosenberger opposed to the consolidation, 
do you think, because of some principle or because he feared 
he would lose his status in the organization? 
Weiser: Well, he was lukewarm t owards it at first because 
he liked the status of the Pennsylvania German Society as 
being the 01der--1891. The Folklore Society was started in 
the 1930s, '34 or '35, and he didn't want that status to be 
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threatened. He never vocalized in my hearing that he felt 
his own position would be jeopardized. Perhaps he sensed 
it, I don't know. I think he realized because the treasurer 
of that organization, a man named Bucher, I believe, from 
Lancaster County, that with the small number of members they 
had they were going be in financial trouble sooner or later. 
They had received a bequest from a man name Cope who founded 
a firm in Lancaster County that made dried corn and other 
vegetables . I think it was $17,000, which was then more 
than it obviously would be today. And that pumped them up a 
bit. [Homer] finally came around to it and I think he 
eventually saw that it was better that it was consolidated. 
But he wasn't as excited about it as Graeff and Barba and 
some of the others were. 
Birkner: And what about your role beginning with this 
consolidation as the publications editor? How did you feel 
about taking on this assignment? You said that it was one 
of these things where they sort of said, "you're going to do 
this job." 
Weiser: Well, I had completed four years in the ministry in 
Lancaster and I had lived in Germany for a year when I 
started serving and was more enthused than ever about my 
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Pennsylvania German background. I thought it would be 
enjoyable and of course it was immensely enjoyable. 
Glatfelter: What year did you become editor? 
Weiser: I think I was appointed in '66 and the first volume 
was in '67. 
certain . 
I would have to check to make absolutely 
Birkner: When we say a volume in this case if I'm not 
mistaken we're not generally talking about magazine style 
volume. We're talking about a book format volume . 
Weiser: Yes, both the societies were publishing hardbound 
books. At first the German Society published a series of 
books of blue paperback binding and numbered each article 
separately so that they had off prints of them. Some of 
them turn up allover the place as separates. But the 
Folkore Society, while they would have several items in it 
occasionally theirs were page-numbered separately too and 
issued as separates. But they were both publishing a 
hardbound annual volume. The Folklore Society's were all 
done by one printer and all looked exactly alike. They were 
a handsome set. The German Society dealt with different 
printers and they didn't have a common appearance. But both 
of them had tremendous material in them. 
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Birkner: As the editor you must surely have had some sense 
of who your audience was and it wasn't just the members of 
your Society. 
universities. 
These were going out to libraries and 
Is that not right? 
Weiser: That's correct. 
Birkner: Do you know what a typical run of the annual 
publication consisted of? Were you printing a thousand 
copies? 
Weiser: About twelve hundred at first but we shot up to 
twenty-five hundred maybe was the highest. Other than the 
two joint volumes of fraktur--there were two editions of 
that and one was a special edition of five hundred copies 
and one was another addition of maybe two thousand copies. 
Birkner: And I assume you were trying to sell as many of 
these as you could, right? You didn't want to have big 
backlogs. 
Weiser: Unfortunately there was a tremendous backlog. And 
one of the things that I wanted to do was to get rid of the 
backlog so that we would have resources to continue 
publishing other things. And I was also anxious to publish 
volumes that would have an appeal beyond the membership. I 
caught on pretty early that there were two market areas in 
addition to people who were just fans of the Pennsylvania 
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Dutch, so to speak. One was folks who were interested in 
genealogy. If we published materials that were useful to 
genealogists we could attract both members and sales. The 
other was people who were interested in for lack of a better 
word antiques, the artifacts of Pennsylvania Germans. And I 
realized that if we published materials about what the 
Pennsylvania Germans produced because they were colorful and 
attractive, we would be able to sell them beyond our 
membership. Some of our most successful items which have 
long since been out of print were the items about blanket 
chests and so forth. 
Birkner: What about fraktur, was that part of that? 
Weiser: Yes . 
Birkner: Were you responsible for just editing or a l so for 
assembling and writing? 
Weiser: Well, unfortunately sometimes I had to do the 
writing too. And some of the stuff that came in needed 
heavy dusting, we'll put it that way. 
Birkner: What you're saying in a nice way is that you as 
editor had to use your red pencil quite a bit. 
Weiser: Yeah, and then the other thing I had to do was--at 
first there were no manuscripts handed to me. 1 had to 
scare up the stuff. And one day I sat down and thought 
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about the things that needed to be done and then began to 
find the people to do them. And one of the things I felt 
that needed to be done was to get the dissertation of the 
man sitting next to me over here into print. And I cajoled 
him. 
Birkner: I 'm glad you raised that point because it was a 
question on my list to ask Charles. And I'm going to ask it 
in a slightly different way right now. I think I have the 
answer as to the genesis of the publication of Pastors and 
People. Charlie had you at that stage in your life in the 
1970s given up on the prospect of publishing Pastors and 
People in book form or did you think, "I'll get back to it 
on my next sabbatical and see if X Press or Y Press would be 
interested." say Penn State or Penn. Tell me a little bit 
about how your mind was working about the future of Pastors 
and People while it's still only a doctoral dissertation. 
Glatfelter: The degree was granted in 1952. And I assumed 
at that time that within the next two or three or four years 
I would r .evise it for publication and that the Lutheran 
Publishing House in Philadelphia would possibly be 
interested in it. The y expressed an interest in it. In 
1955 I became one of the four editors who produced the CC 
volumes . In 1960 I became Dean of the Coll ege . And so by 
17 
the time I finished my stint as Dean I think Fo rtress Press 
and Oxford Press was not much interested in it anymore . And 
Fred came along and the interest reviv ed. It took seve ra l 
years , it was 1 981 I think when one volume came out. And it 
turned out to be something like a thousand pages instead of 
five hundred or two hundred and fifty. 
Birkner: Was the original dissertation more on the order of 
volume two, which is the narrative history, and were the 
biographical entries something that was an accretion that 
you had been doing over the years? Explain why v olume one 
was biographical and volume two is narrative . 
Glatfelter: At first my idea of publication was that it 
would be something more like volume two than vo lume one . 
But what finally was published was in a sense of my new 
venture and as I tried to gather information about these 
pastors. I came to the conclusion that what I write about 
the Pastors and People was going to be much improved if I 
knew a lot more about these pastors. And it so happened 
that volume one was ready before it should have been. 
Volume two should have been volume one and vice versa. 
Birkner: He had publication schedules to meet, I assume . 
Glatfelte: Yes indeed he did. Incidentall y, I held him up 
more than once. 
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Birkner: My recollections derive from some earlier 
conversations with you Charlie some of them going back many 
years . I recall you telling me that you had to put a lot of 
sweat into the endeavor in order to get it into a 
publishable form that you were satisfied with . 
right? 
Is that 
Glatfelter: Absolutely. It was in many ways a brand new 
effort. The dissertation had a thesis and it was 
voluntarism . Now that didn't disappear from the publication 
but it's expressed in a different way and it was not as 
central to the publication as it was to the dissertation. 
Birkner: Fred, l et me turn this to you for a second and 
just ask if you would comment on the experience of editing 
these two vo lumes with Charles. Why don't I give you the 
opportunity to say anything you want about what it was like 
working with him. You carne up with the idea and he decided 
he would in fact go along with it. When he started sending 
materials to you , when you started talking with him about 
issues just say anything you want about this process about 
editing those two volumes . 
Weiser: Well, periodically I had to take out sentences 
because he would be writing along and all of sudden a 
sentence would appear and Billy Hendel reminds me of "Fred 
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Weiser this" or "Billy Hendel this or that." He would be 
pulling my leg, you know. If I had done that on a blue book 
I don't know what would have happened. 
to work with him because of that. 
Oh it was a delight 
Birkner: Let me frame it this way. From what I know of 
you, you are one of the most knowledgeable people in the 
field of Pennsylvania German studies and have been for a 
long time. Bbased on your life experience and your 
scholarly knowledge, were you able to point him to sources 
or subjects that would enrich what he was doing? 
Weiser: Yeah, I told him about the journals of David 
Schultz and he found Pastor Michael in there. 
few other things that I had seen and shared. 
There were a 
Glatfelter: And I do want to comment specifically that at 
numerous stops along the way he was able to contribute to 
the improvement of his work. He was able to say, "Now I'm 
not sure the evidence supports that. I'm not sure." Well, 
he meant he is sure that John Daniel Schrocter was not 
pastor in Hanover. So if it was wonderful for him to work 
with me the reverse is true because I was not talking t o an 
editor who had the knowledge of the subject that my advisor 
had at Hopkins. I treasure the fact that I worked with 
Charles A. Barker. But he was only moderately interested in 
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my subject. Fred was as much interested in my subject as I 
was . 
Birkner: Is there any other individual in Pennsylvania or 
elsewhere who had the kind of contextual understanding of 
this topic who you regularly would consult? 
Glatfelter: I might have consulted with Don Yoder but I 
didn 't. I didn't beyond the dissertation stage . At one 
point when I was working on the dissertation I did consult 
with Don Yoder. 
Birkner: Why didn't you consult with Don Yoder? 
Glatfelter: I had my hands full doing [this and other] work 
and I did not think that it was as vitally necessary as 
consulting with someone who just happened to be editor of 
the Pennsylvania German Society. 
Birkner: Were you satisfied with the physical production of 
the book, Charlie? 
Glatfelter: Yes, Kutztown Press I think did a very good 
job, don't you? 
Weiser: Yes. 
Glatfelter: Including the photographs. 
Birkner: And the main purchasers of this book would have 
been libraries that were subscribers to your series, right? 
Glatfelter: Correct. 
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Birkner: And a few people who had a special interest in 
this as well as the members of the consolidated 
organization? 
Weiser: Yes, as it has worked out volume one has sold 
better than volume two. There are not only sketches of 
pastors , but write-ups of each congregation. And in each of 
those write-ups in a footnote at least, Charlie indicates 
where or something about the records of those congregations. 
So people who are looking for records of eighteenth-century 
congregations they have discovered that this book is the 
Bible to turn to, to find out what might be available. 
Glatfelter: And there's something else--volume one was not 
intended as something helpful to genealogists. But it has 
been. Because I was emphasizing the role that laymen played 
in these churches , I would list the names of the persons to 
whom land was granted, not to a church because the churches 
were not incorporated, but to trustees. And so in 
connection with most of the sketches, there are at least 
four trustees and those names appear in the index. Many 
people have told me that its been very helpful to them 
because they were looking for someone in that famil y. 
Birkner: Well, it's nice to have a collateral value to your 
work. In preparing for this interview, I was able to track 
22 
down a couple of the reviews of it and they were both 
favorable. I just want to get your comment Charlie on 
whether you were satisfied with the reviews that you've 
seen . Obviously you have seen more than two, and whether you 
think any particular reviewer got it as far as what you were 
trying to accomplish with this project. 
Glatfelter: There's one reviewer who didn't get it because 
he made a comment about the fact that I seemed to be 
afflicted with the desire to say something about the 
founding of these congregations and paid too much attention 
to that. And my interest in history is an interest in the 
truth as we can determine it. And when I see someone 
claiming that this church was established in 1711 as was the 
case of one in Maryland as I recall, I had to try to prove 
that was wrong. 
Birkner: It wasn't your goal or guiding force behind the 
book, it was part of the enterprise of getting it right. 
Glatfelter: That's right. 
Birkner: I see. Aside from the reviews I've seen, I ' ve 
talked with a first-rate scholar with a PhD from the 
University of Michigan who has published extensively about 
Pennsylvania German-related topics and he thinks highly of 
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your work. So a new generation of scholars seems to have 
found this important. 
Glatfelter: So let me go back for a moment. 
Birkner: Yes. 
Glatfelter: When you're talking, Fred, about your wo rk as 
an editor , are you thinking about the late sixties or are 
you thinking mostly about the seventies? The first volume, 
was the first volume the one that included the Schumacher 
records? And that was almost before you were developing a 
l ong-range plan. 
Weiser: Oh, absolutely. We were stuck with the need to get 
a book out . And Ralph Hood said he had translated t he four 
gospe ls into Pennsylvania Dutch. And since there had not 
been a lot of dialect services where you could read from the 
Bible that was a good thing to include. And I knew that 
there was in the Philadelphia Lutheran Archives a wonderful 
record of baptisms done by the Reverend Daniel Schumacher 
who also made fraktur and wrote poetry . And I tho ught this 
ought to be published because it begins very early in the 
1750s. So I undertook to translate it and publish it and 
wrote an introduction for it. And that's one of the things 
that got me interested in fraktur. I wan Led to see s ome 
examples of his work. I knew that there were two at 
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Winterthur. I wrote and asked if I could see them. They 
said "Please come." I went. When I got there they said, 
"We can't find them." They had no one on the staff that 
could read German and therefore our cataloging of the 
fraktur is zero , but we'll take you on a walk though the 
rooms of the museum and if you spy them you can point the m 
out to us and we'll take them off the wall and you can look 
at them. So they brought me into a room. I found them of 
course and the Registrar of the Museum said , "What do they 
say?" Well, they were written in German script and I read 
it to them in English. And he said, " Can you read that 
stuff?" I said "Yes. I read it every day of the week ." And 
they hired me on the spot to try to translate all their 
fraktur. 
Glatfelter: And that was the beginning of a very wonderfu l 
relationship, wasn't it? 
Weiser: Oh, yes. 
Birkner: You did this as a consultant, Fred? 
Weiser: Yes , and then I did it for other places too because 
unfortunately not many people can read that script. 
Birkner: Not to hold us up but just clarify something, you 
mentioned in passing earlier on that you spent a year in 
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Germany. That year in Germany was to study, to learn the 
language, both? Just what were you doing in Germany? 
Weiser: I was a volunteer in a Diaconic Institution. I 
worked with retarded kids. But on the day off we got to 
know German culture. The idea, I didn't know German very 
well when I went but I thought this is a way to learn German 
without making a fool out of myself. 
Birkner: Well, you dove right in is what you did . And I 
have to believe that that was a lot of value for you . 
Weiser: It was. 
Birkner: You have gone back as a leader of groups and so 
forth over the years . So Fred you were editor of the 
publication from the mid sixties until how long? 
Weiser: Well, it was twenty-five years, I can't remember. 
Birkner: So early nineties. 
Weiser: Early nineties, yes. 
Birkner: That's a good long while and did you publish 
roughly a volume a year or was it skipping years? How did 
that work? 
Weiser: There were twenty-one vo lumes, basically on an 
annual basis, when we did the fraktur volumes there were two 
volumes for three years so they didn't come out. There was 
one year that people didn't get anything but the next year 
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they got the two. Simultaneously I was editor of what began 
as a quarterly called Der Reggeboge (The Rainbo w). Aft er 
while it made more sense to condense it to two iss ues a yea r 
and I made a joke out of the fact that only the Pennsylvania 
Dutch would publish a quarterly twice a year. And then I 
began a series called "Sources and Documents." I raised 
money from people and we published at first just in 
typescript setting in maybe three hundred issues, copies, 
important documents of the Pennsylvania Germans . Both 
church registers that hadn't been translated and the account 
books of specific craftsmen. I think to this day that one 
of the best sources on the Pennsylvania German life i s the 
account books that these nearly illiterate people were 
producing of their labor. because their handwriting is awful 
and the spelling was, too. The y were caught between 
Pennsylvania Dutch as it was spoken and the standard German 
language. We sat half a day trying to figure out what 
flakgies was until it finally dawned on me that he was using 
English, a flock of geese. That's the problem with those 
account books. And then I started a series of dialect 
materials because frankly the number of people who were 
excited when we published a whole volume of the dialec t was 
becoming smaller and smaller. And yet some of these things 
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were too good not to share. So I went out with my tin cup 
and dark glasses and got enough money together to publish , 
to begin a series of dialect publications. Unfortunatel y 
those have both pretty well died since I am no longer the 
editor . 
Birkner: Scholarship does not have to reach a wide audience 
to have a value. As long as there is someone down the line 
who is doing research and asking fresh questions and comes 
across some of this dialect material or other material you 
published, that keeps it alive. So what you did is not over 
and done, really, it's only over and done in a sense that 
you're not editor now. You deserve a lot of credit for what 
you accomplished. Would most of the major liberal arts 
colleges and universities in Pennsylvania and surrounding 
areas get these publications? 
Weiser: I once counted how many libraries were on the 
membership list and I think there was something like one 
hundred and twenty-five. A significant portion of the 
membership was libraries and they were not just in 
Pennsylvania but allover the United States and abroad. 
There were some institutions abroad that had our 
publications. 
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Birkner: Well, I had hoped that would be the case because 
people work in all different kinds of places. Charles , one 
of the items that I found in the Homer Rosenberger papers, I 
don't have it with me and I can't be exact about the date , 
but I do believe it was from the late 1970s. It has Homer 
Rosenberger imploring you to accept the Presidency of the 
Pennsylvania German Society and you declined. 
tell us about that? 
Would you 
Glatfelter: I declined simply because I did not believe 
that I had the time to do this. This was at a time when I 
was working on the history of the college. Now we're going 
to get to a point in our interview at which we talk about 
the kind of Homer Rosenberger Fred and I encountered. 
Birkner: Right. 
Glatfelter: He was not a man to say no to easily. He was a 
friendly person. He was obviously in his way committed to 
what he was doing and I think I would have liked to have 
said yes but I think it was best that I said no. 
Birkner: You did keep your seat on the board, I noti c ed . 
Glatfelter: Until 1986 and we might get to the point at 
which we talk about the meetings of the board of the 
Pennsylvania German Society and a little bit more of why I 
ceased being a member in 1986 will become clearer. 
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Birkner: Well, actually I think this would be a good time 
to do it because I was going to shift gears and ask about 
Homer as a person just as you suggested we should. Describe 
the board meetings of the Society. Were they primarily 
social, were people arguing that many nit-picky things? 
Were there factions, what's going on? Fred, do you want to 
take a crack at that? 
Weiser: When the old Folklore Society met there was a man, 
I'll be candid, whose name was John Joseph Stoudt. He would 
interrupt in the middle of somebody else's sentence with a 
total non-sequitur. And those meetings were tragic and very 
frustrating to the people who were the officers of the 
organization. Graeff had been President of that 
organization before he became President of the consolidated 
organization . And he just threw up his hands in horror at 
John Joseph Stoudt's disruptive activities. Ironically 
although he had been on both the Boards he was not elected 
to the common Board and that took care of that problem. 
Yes, there were factions, yes, there were disagreements . 
There was always some pull between Lancaster and Allentown 
and I never quite could see that or get on top of it but 
that was always present. When I became editor, the printer 
of the old Folklore series, there was a fellow named Ed 
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Schlechter who operated a print shop in Allentown. He had 
printed the entire folklore series [End of first side of 
tape]. And Graeff said to me, "Please get the books out on 
time." One of the best ways to retain membership is to have 
them appear on time. So the first volume I edited I had 
published in Gettysburg at the Times and News Publishing 
Company and by golly we got it out on time. Well that 
irritated Ed Schlechter and then I had him print the first 
issues of the Reggeboge, which is the same story. When he 
got around to it we got them and a quarterly has a date on 
them and should be somewhat close to that date if at all 
possible. So after about two years of putting up with that 
I simply moved it back to the Gettysburg Times. Well that 
precipitated a great crisis and he left the organization in 
a huff, which I don't think was all that bad. But it was 
never the most pleasant organization to work for. Ther e 
were people who thought that everybody should do e verything 
for nothing. I don't think anybody on the Board realized 
how much time my services took until Bea Garvin who was with 
the Philadelphia Museum came on the Board and innocent l y 
asked the question "How did I support myself on the ten 
thousand dollars a year they gave me." I said, "Well , I 
have a fulltime job as Pastor of a Church, that's how." I 
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have two full time jobs. She couldn't believe that I could 
do the two things. Well, it was [so demanding that] one 
year on Christmas Day I was pasting up a book for the German 
Society. And that was a vexation. You didn't get the 
support that you could have had from that Board. We had 
Graeff as President and then we had Rosenberger as 
President. He was very supportive, I must say. When he 
finally decided not to run for re-election Ira Landis who 
was head of the Mennonite Historical Society became 
President. Ira simply didn't know how to be a leader. 
After a couple of years the nominating committee didn't re-
nominate him. They elected an attorney from Allentown named 
Dick Abbott and Dick Abbott was just not the man for the 
job. And after a few years of that the nominating committee 
put on the Board and elected almost simultaneously as 
President Mahlon Hellerich, a PhD. He had once been a 
candidate for President of Gettysburg College, I think it 
was. He was a very competent individual and was totally 
supportive . 
Birkner: Where was he based? 
Weiser: His home was in Bethlehem. He was, what was his 
position, I forget some Ivy League institution but I'm not 
sure what. Maybe he was retired, I don't know but he was 
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very good. And when he decided not to do it an ymore he hand 
picked his successor a clergyman of the German Reformed 
Church , United Church of Chr ist, named Ri c hard Druckenbrod . 
And we eventually entered into a major crash. He just 
simply had no appreciation for what I was doing or for me as 
a person and I finally quit as editor. 
Birkner: Charlie, why don't you tell your story about the 
Board. 
Glatfelter: The meetings of the Board during just about my 
ent ire tenure were exasperating. They went on for a couple 
of hours as you remember. It seems as though a President 
was not able to keep the agenda moving. There were persons 
there who were contributing members of the society but the y 
cou ld not discuss their differences and come to some sort of 
resolution, positively exasperating. And by the time the 
middle eighties rolled around I came to the conclusion that 
with Druckenbrod the situation was going to continue and if 
anything get worse. Now Fred, can you confirm what I've 
been saying? Is this what you experienced too? 
Weiser: I dreaded those meetings. They were awful. They 
were just awful. 
Birkner: Did people like Don Yoder or Millard Gladfelter 
ever come to those meetings? 
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Weiser: Millard was not a member at anytime of the Board. 
And Don Yoder was elected very late in the years I was 
editor. And when he became a member he had the things tha t 
he wanted to push that he was invo l ved in. 
manipulated to get them accomplished. 
And he sometimes 
Birkner: What happened to the society when each of you 
diminished your connections to it? 
Glatfelter: The membership declined when Fred ceased to be 
editor because Fred went out of his way to publish things 
that he thought would have a wide interest. And some of the 
things that have been published since simply do not have 
such an interest. And in the case of a number of the m Don 
Yoder may have been the major promoter. It's obvious that 
Fred tried to produce a variety every number of which would 
have an attraction beyond the very, very narrow circle . 
Birkner: Before I turn to another phase o f Homer 
Rosenberger, I want to solicit further comments here that 
you want to make about the Pennsylvania German Society in 
your own respective roles with it. Obviously your 
editorship, your publication of Pastors and People are 
significant items. 
left anything out? 
We've discussed both of these. 
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Have we 
Weiser: I think one of the most significant contributions 
was the publication of the bibliography of books published 
in the German language. That took a lot of talking because 
that was not a popular subject. Two books with just titles 
of books and bibliographic descriptions. Two fat volumes. 
It was heavily subsidized by the German Forschungs 
Gemeinschaft, which is like our national endowment. And I 
believe that a hundred years from now the books of the 
Pennsylvania German Society that will be most appreciated 
are Charlie's those two volumes and the two books about 
fraktur. I think they were the crowning stars of the years 
that I was editor. 
Birkner: Let me ask a question now that I wasn't planning 
to ask but this seems the place to ask it. Do you notice 
Fred as an expert on fraktur that there was a spike at some 
point in interest in fraktur? My assumption is today that 
fraktur are if anything more popular and more valuable than 
ever before. But I'm assuming that wasn't always the case. 
What generated the tremendous interest in fraktur? Was 
there a particular event, publication, discovery just a n y 
thoughts on that issue of fraktur? 
Weiser: When I was working with Daniel Schumacher I stopped 
into see a fellow in York, I don't know if Charlie ever met 
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him, Joe Kendig Jr .. He was a character and the dean of 
American Antique Dealers of Penns ylvania. He l ooked at me 
and knew I was a young man, I was in my twenties, and he 
said, " You will see the day when fraktur reaches five 
figures ." And at that time a thousand dollars was unheard 
of . I not only saw it reach five figures but it reached 
six. One of the things that contributed to that was that 
publicat i on of the two volumes of the library collection. 
Here were a thousand pieces that everybody could see that 
very few people had seen. One of the things that 
contributed t o that was the sale of the collection of 
Colonel and Mrs. Garbish. Thi s . . was amazing material. 
And in the wake of that there have been several other maj or 
books about fraktur and more sales of old collections. 
Birkner: Whose work? 
Weiser: Donald Shelley's, for example. He had written the 
one general book about fraktur here are the photographs that 
he collected and they probably will be going to Winterthur 
Museum. They brought them over for me to take a look at. 
Glatfelter: How long did it take for the fraktur book to 
come out? 
Weiser: From start to finish? 
Glatfelter: Yes. Was it three or four years? 
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Weiser: Yes, easily. Again when I worked on Daniel 
Schumacher I went to the Free Library of Philadelphia and 
met Ellen Shaffer and Howell Heaney who guided the rare 
books department down there. And Ellen looked at me and 
said, "One of our dreams is a catalogue of all this 
fraktur." That went into my round file up here [points to 
his head] that eventually maybe we could do it. And it t oo k 
the combined resources of the two agencies to get it out but 
we did get it out. All of those pieces had to be 
translated. That was a tremendous amount of work because 
Larry Neff and I did all of the translations. I spent a 
whole summer practically doing nothing but translating. 
Glatfelter: Now this involved the cooperation of quite a 
number of people. 
Weiser: Oh yes. 
Glatfelter: And it undoubtedly helped to spike the 
interest. Did Millard Gladfelter write the introduction ? 
Weiser: He wrote the introduction and was on the library's 
board as well as a good friend of the Pennsylvania German 
Society and was at one or two meetings at the library where 
we were discussing how to do this. And I could tell from 
day one that he was committed to the project and would you 
know use his not inconsiderable clout and charm. 
37 
Glatfelter: This was right after he had finished the 
Presidency of Temple University. 
Weiser: And he got behind it and I think that helped us 
considerably. 
Birkner: When did you become a collector of fraktur? 
Weiser: Two or three years after I started being editor 
of publications for the Pennsylvania German Society. 
Birkner: That was before you did the book? 
Weiser: Yes. At first I got maybe a thousand d o llar s a year 
and so I thought I'll put that aside and buy a piece of 
fraktur and that's what I did. And that's when I began . 
Birkner: And you continued to do that for many years. 
Weiser: Oh yeah and still am [doing it] . 
Birkner: You still are. 
Weiser: Oh yes, every now and then I add a piece to my 
collection. 
Birkner: How do you do that Fred, do you go on the internet 
or is there catalogs? 
Weiser: I just go to a collection and steal one {smiles 
mischievously.] No, I watch the catalogs for sales. I ne ver 
bought anything on the internet, but from some dealers who 
know that I like it and know my specific interest in 
fraktur. A few years ago in the 1990s there was a 
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publishing firm in York called York Graphics that gave a 
boo k every year to their customers. The man wh o compil ed 
that book for their firm was a member of the church I had 
belonged to and walked up to me one Sunday after church and 
said he'd like for me to do a book in their series on 
fraktur. And I immediately knew that the one form of 
fraktur t hat needed specialization was the little pieces 
that the schoolmasters gave to the students for learning 
their ABCs for which I coined the term "Presentation 
Frakturs" and I wrote a little book about that. 
that in itself sparked interest in fraktur, too. 
Birkner: Is that published by York Graphic? 
I think 
Weiser: Yes , they published it. They sent I don't know how 
many copies to their friends. They gav e me some but they 
gave me the option to buy an additional supply at production 
costs , not the cost of making the book but just printing it. 
So I think I got them for $1.67 each and I sold hundreds of 
them. They got all around and they are still in some gift 
shops . I still have a handful left. Some of the museum 
gift shops in Ephrata and Landis Valley and so forth stocked 
them. 
Birkner: So you are the fraktur expert and you are kn own 
widel y for your knowledge of this art. 
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Weiser: Yeah, and next week I'm going to speak at 
Williamsburg on Pennsylvania German Religion and its 
representation in Pennsylvania German Folk Art. 
about fraktur. 
Birkner: And under what auspices? 
Chiefly 
Weiser: Colonial Williamsburg. The month of Ap ril is 
religion month at CW and they called me months ago and asked 
me to come. 
Birkner: Well that's a wonderful thing. 
honor. 
That's quite an 
Weiser: That's not the first time I've been down there. 
They're very nice to work for. 
Birkner: I'm glad your health is such that you can take 
advantage of this invitation. Charlie, I wanted to switch 
gears and talk a little bit about Homer Rosenberger a nd the 
Rose Hill Seminars . In June of 1965 he convened the first 
of these Rose Hill seminars in his home in Waynesbo r o , which 
was called Rose Hill. 
Weiser: You know that's what Rosenberger means in English, 
by the way. 
Birkner: Well, I did not know that. The title of the 
session was Intimate Glimpses of the Pennsylvania Germans. 
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I'm wondering if either of you attended that f irst Ro s e Hill 
Seminar? 
Weiser: I wasn't there. 
Glatfelter: Yes. 
Birkner: You were? Were you a presenter or were a 
discussant or were you just there as an observer? 
Glatfelter: I think I was there as an observer. The plac e 
was not finished. I'm not sure that Homer li v ed there at 
that time. The lawn had not been prepared. Homer went out 
of his way to provide good food for the perso ns who c ame . 
And there was just enough space finished that something like 
that could go on. And I think either by the second year or 
the year after that they did live there. As far as I was 
concerned, I attended these because I respected Homer and 
not because I was tremendously eager to go there. Just as 
it was a little difficult to say no to Homer when he o ffered 
me a position. It was hard for me to say no. 
Birkner: You were relatively close by--forty miles or so 
away. 
Glatfelter: I had other things to do that Saturday 
afternoon. 
Birkner: But you attended. Homer I'm assuming was the 
chief cook and bottle washer of the Rose Hill Seminars. He 
came up with themes. He did all the logistical work to get 
people to come. I have found in his papers he actually 
personall y paid presenters' travel expenses to attend. Yo u 
just said a moment ago he provided food. You ma y remember 
on some occasions he would arrange to have a tree p l anted on 
his property. And I even know when he would invite people 
to speak he would have cards printed up where they could 
write him back and sign if the y were going to come or not 
come . This was all coming out of his time and out of his 
budget. 
Glatfelter: Yes indeed. 
Birkner: I always wondered given that he was a civil 
s e r vant for his professi onal career and that these 
organizations that he was so deeply involved in by and large 
were organizations where the officers were not paid. When 
he was President of the Columbia Historical Society he was 
involved deeply with the Pennsylvania Historical 
Association. He was involved even in such things as the 
Cosmos Club in Washington, DC, but none of that invo lved 
money coming into his pocket. I'm wondering do you have a n y 
notion why or how he was in a position financially to fund 
the Rose Hill Seminar, fund the books that he self -
published? He published something through the Pennsyl vania 
German Society, we didn't get into that, yet but most of his 
books were published by him c ontracting dire c tl y wi th a 
printer. 
Glatfelter: I do not know the answer to that. 
Birkner: Can you imagine publishing a thousand c opies of a 
five hundred page book through the Times a nd News Publi shing 
Company in Gettysburg? That can't be cheap. Fairl y hi gh 
production values for the books I have seen and there's no 
way he's selling all those books. 
Glatfelter: The College never obtained a copy o f his estate 
papers to determine whether there was very much left after 
he died. 
Birkner: Well, I think we did, through the development 
office. To the best of my knowledge any monies or 
investments he had would have gone to his childre n o r his 
second wife. What was at stake here was h i s desire t o ha ve 
Rose Hill go to a foundation that would maintain it in 
perpetuity. And the closest anything could come to matching 
his goal is what we did [here at Gettysburg College], which 
I think is a very good thing. But his ideas were grandiose 
and they were not really in keeping with the reali t ies of 
life. We did get the real estate and the contents of the 
house in Waynesboro. That was something his childr en and 
his wife had to agree to and they did so, to their imme ns e 
credit. I think they said, "Gettysburg College can have it 
with no problem." 
Glatfelter: I don't remember ever hearing him comment on 
his financial situation. And we would have had an 
opportunity to do that if he would have raised the subject 
because he and I with some frequency would attend 
Pennsylvania German Society Board Meetings together. 
Birkner: Meaning you drove over together? 
Weiser: And through the Grace of God you got home ali ve . 
Glatfelter: Oh my Lord. 
Birkner: Why, was he a poor driver? What's going on; 
you're both laughing. 
Weiser: He was terrible. 
Glatfelter: These board meetings would be held twice a year 
I guess, one of them in the winter. We were at a place in 
Eastern Pennsylvania one Saturday afternoon during the 
winter, it began to snow and there was ice. I was driving. 
I honestly did not see how I would ever get to Gettysburg 
that night. It was terrible. I had to keep my mind on the 
road. Homer kept talking and talking and talking. 
tempted to say, "for God's sake, Homer, shut up." 
Birkner: He was oblivious to the conditions. 
I was 
Glatfelter: We got home. I took him to the Seminary campus 
where he parked his car in the morning. I s a id " Ar e yo u 
sure you are going to be able t o get home ? " He said , " Oh 
yes I'll get home." And I thought, "my God how's he going 
to get across the mountain?" Well, he go t home safely. But 
this is an experience that I can remember vividly almost as 
though it happened yesterday. 
Birkner: That's a great story. 
Weiser: And that's true about him. 
Birkner: Well, about these Rose Hill seminars. It is fair 
to say this was Homer's conceptualizatio n. He wanted t o do 
this as a means of complementing the work of the 
Pennsylvania associations with which he wa s already a 
member. This gave him the chance to do a discree t topi c 
however many years. It is my understanding he did them for 
four, five or six years and then he had to stop them for 
four, five or six years because his [first] wife was 
seriously ill. And then he picked them up again and t he y 
ran for four, five or six years and then he passed on. And 
then my recollection is that he made some provision to keep 
them going on in his name for a while longer. I attended 
one or two after his passing. In fact one of them was a t 
Wilson College. This was Homer's baby, wasn't it ? 
45 
Glatfelter: This was Horner's baby, yes, and the 
Pennsylvania Historical Association took it over. This was 
while I was on the Council and I think it was before I 
became President. We had one or two members of the PHA 
Council who would organize it and it became more and more 
difficult to attract people who really wanted to come and t o 
do all this without paying participants. And I think that 
we tried as gently as possible to unload it and it may be at 
that point that Wilson took it up for a time. 
Birkner: Well, my recollection is that you were certainly a 
member of the Council, possibly even president of the 
organization when the Rose Hill seminar was folded into the 
annual meeting. I had just become editor of Pennsylvania 
History and there was a session on Pennsylvania Reformers or 
something of that nature and it was timed with the PHA 
meeting at Wilson College so it wasn't a special event , as 
my memory serves. They had a session or sessions. But i t ' s 
also a fact of life that these kinds of organizations are 
not as popular in the late twentieth or early twenty-first 
centuries as they were earlier on for a variety of reasons 
that we don't have to go into here. But this was a way for 
Horner to be a renaissance man because these topics ranged 
widely from politics to culture to religion to the 
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environment and he felt that they were making a special 
contribution. 
Glatfelter: I never felt that Homer was doing this to 
glorify himself. I always felt he was doing it because he 
thought it needed to be done. And if he assumed the 
leadership there would be people who would follow. 
Birkner: Let me ask a question that is somewhat awkward to 
ask but I'm curious to get each of your reactions t o it. My 
students in reading Homer's papers and related materials 
concluded that he was a strange character. One of the ways 
in which they find him strange is that he collected and 
saved everything. I said to them when we commenced the 
Rosenberger project, "You are encountering a packrat with a 
purpose." That's what Homer was. A packrat meaning he kept 
everything, the purpose being he thought that the stuff he 
kept would be of some value to himself or someone else at 
some future time and most likely in connection with some 
facet of Pennsylvania history. Aside from that being alien 
to my students who were mostly oriented to tapping away on a 
computer, they found his passion somewhat strange. The 
whole idea of spending your life in your study clipping 
articles, collecting what we would call ephemera like 
postcards or invitations to a Fortenbaugh lecture or all the 
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programs of the Pennsylvania German Society for God knows 
how many years-college students today find that strange . At 
what point does an unusual character cross some invisibl e 
line into eccentric? How would you each try to describe it? 
Glatfelter: Remember this man was the first chairman of the 
publications committee of the Pennsylvania Historical 
Association which in the 1 940s decided that there should be 
a series of pamphlets on different phases of Pennsylvania 
history which would be intended for the general reader but 
at the same time would be scholarly. He was chairman when 
the first number carne out in 1947 and he was still chairman 
when the ninth volume carne out in 1966. Now tell your 
students that he was not so odd that he sat in his study and 
clipped from newspapers and filed away inv itations. He had 
to push. My guess is that he while he was never the sole 
member for that committee, he was the leader of the 
committee. And so here was a volume on the Germans. Here 
was a volume on the Scotch Irish. Here was a volume on the 
Quakers. Here was a volume on Pennsylvania boundaries. 
Here was a volume on the oil industry. 
significant accomplishment. 
This to me is a very 
Birkner: And in all the while he's publishing his own work 
in many different county historical journals in book form 
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for the Pennsylvania German Society, self publishing volumes 
on history. His autobiography, too, allegedly was set in a 
larger context of culture and society. At the time of his 
death he was working on a substantial project about life at 
Rose Hill, looking at it from a perspective of natural 
history and ecology as much as anything else. 
Glatfelter: Now if I remember, Fred, this wo rk The 
Pennsylvania Germans, 1891-1965, seventy-fifth anni versary 
volume of the Pennsylvania German Society by Homer T. 
Rosenberg, PhD LLD, this was not a volume that you and the 
other members of the Pennsylvania German Society were 
terribly enthusiastic about. Am I correct? 
Weiser: It was almost completed when I got invo lved in it. 
My biggest problem was to contend with him he wanted us to 
print thousands of them. And I felt that we didn't have the 
resources to print more than a few more for our me mbe r s . 
Glatfelter: That's right. It's 1966? That was just abo u t 
the time you were beginning. 
Birkner: So you were trying to make a practical judgment 
here. It might avoid a financial catastrophe for the 
society because the author always gets big ideas about the 
audience the potential audience for his or her books. But 
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if you had printed 3500 copies of this you could have been 
way in debt . 
Glatfelter : And you raised the question a while ago about 
whether Homer crossed the l ine . 
Birkner: Yes. 
Glatfelter : This might be a place where he came fairly 
close. And this was published by the Times and New 
Publishing Company and he probably was close to one hundre d 
percent responsible for this. 
Birkner : You [the Pennsylvania German Society pub l i ca t ion 
fund ] paid for it though , not he , right? 
Weiser : To the best of my knowledge we paid for it . He 
might have subsidized it somehow . I wasn ' t involved in that 
aspect of it at that time so I don ' t know . He had certain 
people that he deliberately left out of that book. For 
instance I ' m not sure that Alfred Shoemaker ' s name was e ven 
in the index. 
Birkner: Why was that , Fred? 
Weiser: Because Alfred Shoemaker was a different indi v idual 
and Rosenberger had no sympathy for the Folkl o re Ce nter at 
F&M College. Al fred Shoemaker eventua l ly ended in a mental 
institut i on . 
50 
Glatfelter: There is one reference here on page 2 99. Dr. 
Alfred L. Shoemaker, Folklorist of Franklin & Marshall 
College, headed an organization known as the Penns y l vania 
Dutch Folklore Center. 
Weiser: That's all he says? 
Glatfelter: Well, no, there's a paragraph. 
Birkner: Charlie, I checked out your pamphlet on the 
Pennsylvania Germans which was published in 1990 and I 
specifically went to your bibliography to see what you had 
to say about Homer's book. You don't have much t o say and 
what you say is very clipped. Specifically "The 
Pennsylvania Germans focuses on the rest of the century. 
Its work contains information covering a longer period o f 
time and has a useful bibliography." I gather that you wer e 
being deliberately restrained in your response to t his boo k. 
Glatfelter: 
that? 
Isn't what I've said so far an indication of 
Birkner: You're speaking in between the lines, so I want 
you to speak on the lines. 
Glatfelter: I've told you haven't I about what I have said 
that I do feel that we were greatly restrained. I think 
that at a different time this subject could have been 
handled better. He has biographical sketches of people he r e 
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that I was not enthusiastic about. I would never have said 
in a work like this what he said about me. I was Dean of 
Gettysburg of College, PhD, Johns Hopkins University and 
this I think didn't add ve ry much to it. 
Birkner: In my view one of the deficiencies of his writings 
that he doesn't have the ability to select what is 
significant. It seems to me that all of h is writing t ends t o 
include trivia to a surprising degree. His autobi ography is 
a great case in point and you could say it is an unreadable 
book. In other ways it's oddly fascinating because o f the 
trivia that he dotes on. But I don't thinks it is a 
narrative in the way that most scholars would write because 
he stops and makes these references to trivia and little 
facts that don't enhance the overall point he's trying to 
make. I didn't know him and I don't know what his respons e 
would be. 
Glatfelter: This is not different from what I said awhile 
ago. I would never have put myself in a book like this. I 
would have put Millard Glatfelter there because of the 
position that he held at Temple University and because of 
what he did for Temple University. I would have put Philip 
H. Gladfelter there because of the industry that he started 
which lasted as long as it did. 
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Birkner: Let me ask you both a question that you mayor may 
not be able to answer. Did Homer have a best friend? 
Weiser: No, absolutely not. [pause] 
Birkner: Why don't you elaborate. 
Weiser: When he was dying his second wife Jean was 
miraculously patient with him. After he died she said to me, 
"One day Homer l ooked at me and said, ' you were right.'" 
She said, "How was I right?" He said, "You were right when 
you said to me that we should be concerned about people, and 
I've always been concerned about information." I thought it 
was rema r kable that she told me that and it certainly was 
the truth. People were there to fit into his scheme, I 
think, not particularly for him to serve or be interested in 
as. 
Birkner: It's clear he liked certain people. In his 
autobiography he was extremely happy with his association 
with Ulysses Grant III, Amos Taylor, and others. He refers 
with obvious pleasure in his autobiography that Grant 
finally addressed him by his first name in his 
correspondence . 
Weiser: He wasn't interested if it was somebody 
unimportant. 
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Glatfelter: There might be one exception and that would 
have been his first wife. One of the times when we were 
coming home from one of those godawful meetings of t he 
Pennsylvania German Society Board after she died, he broke 
down and he talked about her and how much he missed her . 
Birkner: He also was from what I can tell very good as a 
husband during her l ong illness. 
time. 
She was ill for a long 
Weiser: She became vexed at him and in my presence 
complained about how cheap he was. 
Birkner: The first or the second one? 
Weiser: The first one . You asked where his resources came 
from. It came from careful tending of the store. That land 
he bought very cheaply. He bragged to me about how cheap he 
got it. How he got the woman to lower the price even more . 
Birkner: Fred, why don't you discuss your connections with 
him as his pastor or spiritual guide. 
toward the end of his life. 
You were with him 
Weiser: Yes, but we didn't talk about religion. He wasn't 
particularly interested in it. Home r was a member of a 
church in Norristown. That goes back to his childhood, I 
think. 
Glatfelter: This was an area was it not which he avoided? 
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Weiser: I really think he did, yeah . 
Birkner: Did he ask to see you though in the last months of 
h i s life or did you jus t do this as a good friend to visit 
him? 
Weiser: I believe that Jean once cal led and asked if I 
would come and I did go. And I think she asked me to talk 
to him about his spiritual welfare but there was no entree 
for that. 
Glatfelter: Didn't he want to talk to you about the 
preservation of Rose Hill? 
Weiser: He was more interested in that and in his grandiose 
and really unrealistic dream to turn it into a state run 
research center. I was then very mindful of the fact that 
the resources would be too small. I tried to guide his 
conversation away from that point because I knew it wasn't 
going to happen. And then when he died they asked me to 
conduct his funeral. I did it. 
Birkner: Did you do it in Waynesboro? 
Weiser: In Waynesboro at a funeral home. I wasn't quite 
sure what to say because the y really wanted a eulogy more 
than a sermon and so I think that's what I tried to do. You 
were there [nodding to Charles] , I don't really remember too 
well. I remember selecting a passage from all the books in 
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the Apocrypha which begins "let us now praise famous men . N 
I thought he would have liked that. 
Birkner: Fred, did he know he was dying? 
Weiser: Oh yes, he was aware of it. He came back from 
Switzerland. You know years before the dentist had found 
that he had a tumor under his tongue . And it was removed 
and he was treated and it was successful but as so often 
happens they never get it all. It returned and he came ba ck 
from a visit to his daughter in Switzerland a sick man. And 
it was downhill from that point. He knew he was dying. 
Jean knew that he was dying and she was extremel y faithful 
to him. 
Birkner: From what I can tell and I don't say this with 
definitive certainty he was doing the things that mattered 
to him as an historian a member of organizations pretty much 




I suspect so. I think that would have been his 
He's corresponding with people f o r information and 
giving them information and talking about book plans well 
into 1981. And he dies in '82. And we have even see n some 
let ters that he wrote in '82. He really pounded that 
typewriter. There are thousands of letters from Homer 
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Rosenberger in our collections. It's extraordinary. I don't 
believe he had secretarial help. Some of these letters go 
on for many pages . Charlie, you were at that wake. Did he 
have a cohort of people who made it to Waynesboro to pay 
their respects? 
Glatfelter: You could count the people pretty much on the 
fingers of two hands. Is that not correct? 
Weiser: Yes . 
Glatfelter: He and I were the only non-family members I 
remember. 
Weiser: I'm pretty sure, yes. 
Glatfelter: I don't think there was anyone else from the 
PGS or the PHA . It was in a small room, was it not? 
Weiser: His daughters and their families were there and 
Jean's [his second wife's] children were there but that was 
about it. 
Birkner: Wow. It may be partly a function of the fact that 
he was so scholarly in a sense that he was not getting out 
as much during the last twenty years of his life in terms of 
the community. He wasn't attending a church. He wasn 't 
involved in the Rotary Club. He was in his study clipping 
and filing and organizing and writing. 
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Glatfelter: I think he was a member of the Franklin County 
Historical Society and I think he asked me on one occasion 
whether I would be interested in coming up and talking to 
them but I was never invited. But in a sense the funeral 
was out in the middle of nowhere. And he was buried out in 
the middle of nowhere. 
Birkner: We're approaching the close of this session, so I 
want to ask each of you if you would make a comment about 
what a college student or a PhD student in the twenty-first 
century who encountered his name either in the Gettysburg 
College collections or in a publication or a library 
somewhere far from here, might find of use. What is worth 
knowing about Homer Rosenberger? What would you want a 
future researcher to know about Homer Rosenberger? 
T~EE~S [At the request of the interviewer, Glatfelter 
and Weiser each subsequently supplied summary written 
comments on Homer Rosenberger, as follows]: 
Weiser: Homer Rosenberger was a highly committed layman in 
the study of Pennsylvania history and his collection of 
papers will amply illustrate his sacrificial efforts to 
record the commonwealth's place in American life. He 
channeled his concern through his collecting, through his 
involvement in the Pennsylvania Historical Association, the 
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Pennsylvania German Society, the Pennsylvan ia Hist ori cal 
Junto in Washington , DC, through I believe the state's 
historical and museum commission and probably other 
organizations . As an academically trained individual who 
earned his bread through service through the federal 
government, not as a professional or academic histor ian , he 
played a significant role in the historical fraternity, a 
role perhaps that a layman could offer in supplement to that 
of those functioning in academic settings or agencies . 
Homer was cheerful and positive and ambitious . 
In our interview we did not discuss his aut obiography . 
He wrote it during the years I was the editor of the 
Pennsylvania German Society. One part that touched on his 
Pennsylvania German heritage was published in Der Reggeboge. 
When he had his manuscript completed , he brought it to me 
together with a check payable to the society for maybe 
$3000, maybe $5000, wanting his book to be one of our 
publications-in fact the very next one. Commitments had been 
made to other authors already, of course . Moreover, most of 
the book had no relevance to Pennsylvania German culture or 
life . His life work had taken him out of Penns ylvania and 
away from the currents Pennsylvania German society was 
moving through . Moreover, I feel very strongly that opening 
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the door to publishing someone's personal memories for 
payment would be a bad precedent. I presented the matter 
negatively to the publications committee, which agreed with 
me and we refused. Homer was hurt, somewhat vexed , but did 
not realize his demand that we shelve someone else ' s 
manuscript for a year to make room for his would hurt or vex 
them. He recovered, of course, and paid the entire bill to 
have the book printed. It never sold well and I believe most 
of the copies remained at his death. The entire episode 
reflects an unrealistic, indeed egotist ical side of his 
personal composition, at the same time his recovery from the 
hurt and his determination to publish it anyway, on his own 
tab, t el ls something about him. [FSW, Sept. 9 , 2007] 
Glatfelter: Until his last illness Homer was an energeti c 
person. The bulk of his writing and his role as longtime 
chairman of the publications committee of the Pennsylvania 
Historical Association testify to that. He was ambitious. If 
not, he would not have accepted appointment to the 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. He rose to 
positions of leadership in the Pennsylvania German Society 
and the Pennsylvania Historical Association, where not 
everyone might be enthused by his style, but when he 
expressed and defended his views people knew where he stood . 
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His vision for a Rose Hill Seminar sounded commendable 
enough, but the prospect that it would have adequate 
financial resources and also adequate leadership was enough 
to leave even his best friends skeptical. 
Homer was a friendly person. If his friends said that 
they never really knew him,that may have been because he 
exercised his right to a certain degree of privacy. If he 
also appears to have been a packrat, that may be because as 
a student of history he wanted to have close at hand what he 
believed might be good sources for some topic he hoped to 
investigate when he finished his present project. Remember, 
the internet which may have everything today, was not 
available to him. I know from long experience what he faced. 
Today's students have no idea. [CHG, 9/21/07] 
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